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The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were : — 

Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

„  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

„  15  „  .  .  10 

„  25  „  .  10 

„  65  „  . 44 

Over  65  „  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Those  over  65  years  had  an  average  age  of  over  79  years. 

The  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  numbered 
235,  of  which  58  were  from  public  institutions — 49  from 
Barton  Regis,  5  from  the  City  Workhouse,  and  4  from 
the  Asylum. 

Smallpox  heads  the  list  with  93  cases,  39  of  which  were 
from  Barton  Regis  Workhouse,  and  1  from  the  City 
Workhouse ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  cases,  all  the 
others  came  from  Eastville.  And  it  has  always  been  so. 
In  all  our  epidemics  Barton  Regis  Workhouse  and  Eastville 
have  been  the  parts  of  your  district  chiefly  affected.  But 
now  that  no  Smallpox  is  admitted  to  the  Workhouse,  and 
you  have  means  of  isolation  for  yourselves,  I  trust  that 
those  localities  will  cease  to  be  associated  in  that  way. 

The  history  of  the  outbreak  has  been  partly  told  before, 
so  I  need  only  refer  briefly  to  it. 

On  Dec.  19th,  1893,  a  case  was  notified  from  Barton  Regis 
Workhouse.  This  district  was  then  quite  free  from  the 
disease.  The  next  case  was  reported  on  January  1st — that 
is,  after  the  lapse  of  the  usual  incubation  period.  Then 
followed  three  more  from  the  Workhouse  on  the  9th,  and 
two  outside  on  the  same  day. 

The  cases  then  increased  rapidly,  so  that  by  the  end  of 
February  76  cases  had  been  notified  from  the  Workhouse 
and  immediate  neighbourhood.  Your  hospital  was  then 
being  erected,  and  by  hurrying  on  the  work  we  were  able 
to  begin  by  isolating  two  cases  on  March  2nd,  and  by  the 
22nd  11  cases  were  lodged  there.  No  further  cases  were 


notified.  I  think  we  may  fairly  claim  that  by  the  prompt 
isolation  which  we  were  able  to  effect  the  epidemic  was 
brought  to  a  close. 

Every  district,  of  course,  is  liable  to  have  cases  brought 
into  it,  and,  on  September  16th,  a  person  arrived  from  the 
Midlands  sickening  with  the  disease.  As  soon  as  notified, 
she  was  removed  to  your  hospital,  and  the  rooms  disinfected. 
There  were  four  other  inmates  in  the  house  who  had 
been  exposed  to  infection,  and  who  required  re-vaccina¬ 
tion.  The  Vaccination  Authority  were  at  once  apprised 
of  the  fact.  Eight  days  afterwards  I  learned  that  nothing 
had  been  done,  as  it  was  not  the  month  for  vaccination, 
and  that  the  operation  could  not  be  performed  for  another 
week.  Red  tape,  under  such  circumstances,  is  surely 
iniquitous.  I  at  once  procured  fresh  calf  lymph,  and  re¬ 
vaccinated  the  cases  myself.*  But  it  was  too  late,  the 
disease  was  already  incubating,  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
usual  period,  two  more  cases  occurred,  one  on  the  30th 
and  the  other  on  2nd  October.  Thus  ended  what  might 
have  been  a  serious  and  extensive  outbreak. 


On  December  21st,  a  commercial  traveller  was  attacked 
with  the  disease,  but,  as  he  was  infected  over  a  fortnight 
before  I  saw  him,  he  had  failed  to  remember  in  what  part  of 
the  country  he  had  been  exposed  to  the  disease.  Immediate 
removal,  disinfection,  and  re-vaccination,  ended  the  danger 
here. 

Vaccination  in  relation  to  Smallpox. 


No  Marks  . . . 


1 

2 

3 

4 


>5 


3  Cases. 

5  „ 

19  „ 


13 

8 


Of  the  three  deaths  recorded,  one  was  only  ten  days  old, 


*  Your  Council  cannot  pay  for  these  operations  or  lymph,  because  you 
are  not  the  Vaccination  Authority.  The  proper  Authority  will  not  pay  be¬ 
cause  I  am  not  the  Vaccination  Officer,  and  the  people  cannot  afford  to  pay. 
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but  vaccinated ;  one  was  thirteen  months  old,  but  had  never 
been  fit  for  vaccination,  owing  to  ill-health ;  and  the  third 
had  three  good  vaccination  marks,  but  died  in  the  puerperal 
state. 

No  re -vaccinated  rperson  took  Smallpox,  and,  I  think,  one 
may  safely  affirm,  from  experience  of  different  epidemics, 
that  re-vaccination  after  twelve  years  of  age  gives  absolute 
protection  for  a  number  of  years  certainly,  but,  in  most 
cases,  for  life. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 82  cases  were  notified,  one  being  from 
Barton  Regis  Workhouse.  The  outbreak  was  continued 
from  1893,  when  there  were  a  great  number  of  cases  in 
Bristol  and  neighbourhood.  There  were,  however,  only  a 
few  cases  during  the  colder  months  of  the  year,  and  it  was 
not  till  about  March  that  the  disease  assumed  epidemic 
importance. 

The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type  generally,  consequently 
the  number  of  cases  increased,  owing  to  unrecognised  cases ; 
some  not  being  noticed  till  desquamation  attracted  the 
attention. 

23  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital ;  and  this  must 
have  been  of  great  assistance  to  a  number  of  people  who 
took  in  washing,  &c.,  as  they  were  thereby  enabled  to 
continue  their  work  without  risk  to  their  numerous  em¬ 
ployers  in  Clifton,  &c.  Only  one  death  occurred. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — 23  cases  were 
notified,  with  five  deaths ;  and,  except  in  two  instances, 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  common  agency — such  as 
school  influenza  or  milk — acting  in  spreading  the  disease, 
but  in  eight  cases  the  premises  were  found  to  be  very  un¬ 
healthy  from  choked  drains,  foul  privies,  &c.  &c.  19  of  the 

cases  were  from  the  Eastville  Ward. 

Erysipelas. — 23  cases  were  notified,  of  which  4  were  in 
Barton  Regis  Workhouse,  4  in  the  City  Workhouse,  and 
3  in  the  Asylum.  There  were  2  deaths. 
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This  disease  might  very  well  be  excluded  from  the  list  of 
diseases  to  be  notified,  except  in  cases  where  there  were 
puerperal  patients  in  the  same  house. 

Measles  is  not  one  of  the  diseases  to  be  notified,  although 
it  might  with  advantage  be  added  to  the  list,  as  it  is  the 
cause  of  a  large  mortality,  directly  and  indirectly.  8 
deaths  occurred  from  it,  compared  with  none  for  1893. 

The  disease  has  not  prevailed  to  any  great  extent  during 
any  one  month  till  December,  when  a  large  number  of  cases 
appeared  at  Eastville. 

Enteric  Fever. — 10  cases  were  notified,  of  which  2  were 
from  Barton  Regis,  and  1  from  the  Asylum.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises  in  all  cases  required  our  attention. 
There  were  no  deaths,  compared  with  2  for  1893. 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  caused  2  deaths,  but  was 
not  very  prevalent  during  the  year. 

Influenza  caused  1  death  early  in  the  year.  This 
disease  did  not  assume  the  epidemic  form  that  we  experienced 
during  the  two  previous  years. 

Phth  isis  caused  13  deaths,  compared  with  10  for  1893. 

Respiratory  diseases  caused  38  deaths,  compared  with  30 
for  1893. 

Heart  disease  caused  9  deaths.  In  1893  there  were  15. 

The  total  cases  notified  outside  public  institutions  were 
177,  and  they  required  a  lot  of  looking  after. 

The  houses  were  invariably  at  once  visited  by  me  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  probable  causes  for  the  illness,  and 
also  to  give  hints  about  disinfection,  isolation,  &c.  But,  in 
addition,  Mr.  Holbrook  was  supplied  with  cards  on  which 
are  printed  questions  as  to  drainage,  water  supply,  school 
attendance,  &c.,  &e.  These  were  filled  up  and  returned  to  me 
for  further  inspection  and  consideration.  Notices  were  then 
served  to  remedy  any  insanitary  condition  which  may  have 
been  discovered.  The  houses  were  also  frequently  visited 
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during  the  infective  period,  and  disinfectants  were  supplied 
where  required.  It  will  thus  he  seen  that  the  Notification 
Act,  which  was  adopted  in  this  district  in  December,  1893, 
has  greatly  increased  our  labours,  but  it  has  been  found 
extremely  useful,  inasmuch  as  by  timely  notice  of  dangerous 
infectious  disorders,  we  are  able  to  take  some  action  to 
prevent  them  spreading,  and  in  the  course  of  our  enquiries 
we  frequently  find  conditions  which  are  injurious  to  the 
public  health  generally,  and  these  we  endeavour  to  remove 
as  early  as  possible. 

Company’s  water  has  been  substituted  for  the  well 
supply  in  three  instances.  Thirty-two  cesspools  have  been 
closed,  and  eighty-two  drainage  arrangements  have  been 
altered  and  reconstructed. 

A  house-to-house  inspection  has  been  commenced  at 
Eastville  by  Mr.  Holbrook  and  myself,  and  I  hope  to  con¬ 
tinue  it  until  we  have  an  accurate  record  of  the  condition 
of  every  house  within  the  district.  In  a  large  number  of 
instances  the  sinks,  &c.,  are  not  properly  disconnected  from 
the  drains,  and  these  will  require  the  attention  of  your 
Council  at  an  early  date,  so  that  the  proper  notices  may  be 
served  to  amend  this  dangerous  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  all  been  inspected  by  me 
during  the  year,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to  report  that  some 
of  them  are  very  nice  and  clean ;  but  this  is  not  always  so. 
I  am  afraid  the  majority  are  unsatisfactory.  The  cowsheds  are 
still  greatly  overcrowded,  and  not  so  frequently  lime-washed 
as  they  ought  to  be ;  and  milk  is  kept  in  all  sorts  of  un¬ 
suitable  places.  This  is  a  condition  of  affairs  that  ought 
not  to  be.  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  of 
1885  was  adopted  in  this  district  in  1891,  and  I  strongly 
recommend  your  Council  to  enforce  the  regulations.  “  It  is 
not  lawful,”  according  to  the  Order,  “for  any  person  to 
carry  on  the  trade  of  cow-keeper,  dairyman,  or  purveyor  of 
milk,  unless  he  is  registered  as  such.”  Now,  I  find  half  the 
people  are  not  on  your  register. 
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I  also  visited  all  the  Slaughter-houses,  which  I  found 
cleaner,  and  altogether  better  kept,  than  formerly ;  and  I 
was  very  pleased  to  find  that  some  of  the  butchers  took  a 
genuine  pride  in  their  smart  and  cleanly  premises. 

Bakehouses,  again,  received  my  attention.  Some  of  the 
buildings  are  most  unsuitable,  and  a  good  many  are  not 
lime-washed  with  that  regularity  that  the  Act  requires  ; 
but  in  some  cases  there  is  a  very  distinct  advance  in  the 
style  of  bakehouse,  especially  as  regards  lighting,  ventila¬ 
tion,  and  cleanliness  generally  ;  and  I  hope  that  by-and-by 
every  baker  will  recognise  that  it  is  to  his  own  interest  to 
adopt  every  measure  that  will  ensure  cleanliness  in  the 
bakehouse  and  around  it. 

HOSPITAL. 

The  provision  of  an  isolation  hospital,  which  has  been 
agitating  the  Board  for  so  many  years,  and  was  so  much 
needed  in  this  neighbourhood,  has  at  last  been  acquired,  and 
made  fit  for  the  treatment  of  cases. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  has  justified  its  existence. 
It  stopped  the  epidemic  in  the  spring  ;  it  greatly  mitigated 
the  Scarlet  Fever  outbreak  in  the  summer ;  and  it  saved  us 
from  a  possible  outbreak  in  September  and  October,  and 
again  in  December. 

Not  only  has  it  done  these  things,  it  has  been  well, 
conducted.  The  patients  have  been  well  nursed,  made 
comfortable  and  happy ;  and  everyone  has  gone  away  well 
pleased  with  their  treatment. 

The  cost  of  an  establishment  of  this  kind  is  a  very 
important  matter,  and  without  entering  into  the  question  of 
the  cost  of  the  building,  land,  or  the  laying  out  of  the 
grounds,  in  which  I  had  no  part,  I  am  glad  to  inform  your 
Council  that  the  administrative  expenses,  which  includes 
food,  medical  attendance,  medicine,  wages,  &c.,  &c.,  have  been 
consider  ably  under  the  average  cost  of  similar  institutions 
throughout  the  country. 
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There  were  forty  patients  since  the  opening :  14  Smallpox, 
24  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Diphtheria,  and  1  Measles;  and  the  cost 
for  food  (including  stimulants),  warming,  and  lighting,  was 
£262  3s.  9§d.,  made  up  of  £136  16s.  5Jd.  for  food,  & c.; 
£49  3s.  4d.  for  nursing,  caretaking,  &c. ;  £76  4s.  for  medical 
attendance,  medicine,  and  surgeon’s  fee  for  operation.  That 
amount,  divided  amongst  forty  patients,  gives  the  cost  per 
patient ,  £6  ils.  Ofd.  Now,  from  the  records  of  twenty- 
eight  hospitals,  which  I  have,  I  find  the  average  cost  for 
administration  is  £10  per  patient. 

The  average  stay  of  the  Smallpox  patients  was  29‘4  days, 
and  varied  from  nine  days  to  eighty-one  days. 

The  average  for  Scarlet  Fever,  32‘6,  and  varied  from 
three-and-a-half  days  (which  was  a  fatal  case)  to  fifty-nine 
days.  3  others  (after  seven,  five,  and  five  days)  were 
discharged  while  under  treatment,  owing  to  the  building 
being  required  for  Smallpox. 

The  case  of  Measles  was  admitted,  owing  to  special 
conditions  in  the  little  patient’s  home,  and  the  result  was 
satisfactory. 

You  still  require  a  proper  disinfecting  apparatus ,  such 
as  may  prove  of  service  to  the  whole  district. 

A  fumigating  chamber  is  being  constructed  at  Broom 
Hill,  but,  as  that  cannot  disinfect  beds  or  clothing  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  without  injuring  the  fabrics,  I 
think  your  Council  ought  to  arrange  about  a  steam 
disinfector,  such  as  is  now  used  all  over  the  country. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1894  in  the  STAPLETON  URBAN  DISTRICT,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during 
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